


Re-designing the Miamina Chair





Saporiti Italia is one of the most innovative and original companies in the world of industrial 
design and furniture production.

Since 1948 we have been selling products and design services worldwide, with an export 
share consistently above 90%.

Saporiti Italia products have been designed by some of the most famous international 
architects or young emerging designers and have been exhibited in some of the most 
important museums and art galleries in the world.



Over the last 30 years, in a context of great technological and social evolutions, we have tried 
to understand which resources and which opportunities could be most important for the 
development and future of Saporiti Italia. 

We decided that we would no longer simply build and sell furniture but would propose 
"integrated design solutions". 

We have therefore transformed the old production system, a "hardware" model where everything 
was created within the "factory" and we focused only on the "software", on knowledge, on 
technical and creative skills, on our networking ability, on «knowledge», rather than «know-
how».

We still sell furniture all over the world, but we also offer our customers complete, turnkey, 
interior design and construction services.



To do this, we have implemented a flexible organization, with a service center – the Saporiti Hub –
based in Italy, in the traditional Saporiti Italia offices, and a series of international sales and project 
management bases – the Saporiti Network.



Interiors Contracting 

Today the creation of "turnkey furnishings" is the core business of Saporiti Italia. 

Thanks to its knowledge, experience, and international organization, Saporiti Italia can carry out 
any type of tailor-made furniture work: from the procurement and installation of all types of 
finishes to the design and supply of furniture, from the renovation of a space to the decoration of 
any type of space. 

The company carries out the entire process of creating an interior, from the creative design 
phases, to executive development, procurement, logistics, and installation, up to after-sales 
assistance services.
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The Saporiti Italia Collections

Even if today the core business of Saporiti Italia is the creation of "turnkey" projects, we continue 
to design and develop new products and continue to produce and sell our historic furniture 
collections. 

Objects designed by masters of international architecture and design, such as Alberto 
Rosselli, Salvati & Tresoldi, Giovanni Offredi, Pierluigi Cerri, Martì Guixè, Doriana & Massimiliano 
Fuksas, Toshiyuki Kita, Daniel Libeskind, John Portman, Shin Takamatsu, James Wines / SITE, 
Carlos Zapata and more. 

Some of Saporiti Italia's products have been exhibited in the most famous design and art 
museums in the world, such as the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, the Museum of Modern Art in San Francisco, the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in London, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Antwerp, the Triennale in Milan 
and others.















Since the 70s and 80s, Saporiti Italia has approached the world of art.
In those years, however, the main aim was to give value to furnishing objects, to 
architecture, to the interiors of an environment, combining them with art or 
elaborating them with the language and uniqueness of art.

From the early 2000s, however, we began to think about communication and at the same 
time design systems at the service of art, in particular art places, which by their nature 
need functional furnishing objects with their unique characteristics.

Thus the “Saporiti Italia - Inside Art” project was born in 2006, which aims to create 
objects, installations, and events in museums and places of culture.



From a technical point of view, Inside Art allows us to experiment and create very 
interesting and original objects.

From a communication point of view, it is even more important:

- on the one hand, it allows us to associate our research and our objects with the 
world and the value of works of art

- on the other hand, it has a high cultural and social value, because these initiatives 
contribute to supporting and financing places of art and culture.



Inside Art is the ideal continuation of the research and communication projects carried 
out by Saporiti Italia in the first decades of its life.

An example is the important «Moderno & Moderno» exhibition created in February 
1983 by Saporiti Italia in collaboration with the Galleria Il Milione in Milan.

This unique exhibition of its kind, especially in that period, was placed alongside thirty 
of the most interesting pieces designed for Saporiti Italia between 1960 and 
1983 by designers such as Alberto Rosselli, Vittorio Introini, Giovanni Offredi, Salvati
& Tresoldi, with as many works of art of some of the greatest masters of Italian art of 
the 20th century, including Burri, Capogrossi, Dorazio, Fontana, Manzoni, Melotti, 
Merz, Paladino, Pistoletto, Rotella, Schifano, Zorio.















































































Miamina Armchair
Design Studio Salvati & Tresoldi, 1983

 



In 1983 Salvati & Tresoldi proposed to Saporiti Italia to produce a "homage" to the 
Tripolina, the folding seat in wood and fabric used by the British army in the African 
campaigns of the 19th and 20th centuries.

Saporiti Italia creates an innovative structure in steel tubes, connected by an advanced 
spheroidal cast iron joint.

The seat is composed of a sandwich of structural fabrics and a colored cloth for Saporiti 
Italia by Ottavio and Rosita Missoni, or made with relief-printed leather by Guido 
Pasquali or with woven leather by Gegia Bronzini.

Miamina was presented in 1983, first in the Saporiti Italia showroom in Miami, from 
which it takes its name, and then in an extraordinary exhibition at the Rotonda della
Besana in Milan.











In 1987, Professor Ardito Desio, geologist, explorer, mountaineer, and organizer 
of the first ascent of K2 in 1954, and the mountaineer Agostino Da Polenza, 
director of the Everest K2 CNR scientific committee, asked Saporiti to help create the 
highest laboratory research in the world: 
the EV-K2-CNR Pyramid, created at the base camp of Mount Everest at 5,050 
meters above sea level.

Saporiti Italia sponsors the construction of the pyramid laboratory, creating the 
interior with special ultra-light materials and creating a special edition of the Miamina, 
with a lightened structure and canvas designed by the famous graphic designer 
Bob Noorda.









In October 2023, Saporiti Italia organized the exhibition ART COLORS DESIGN / 
Salvati & Tresoldi x Saporiti Italia at the ADI Design Museum in Milan, which retraced 
ten years of intense collaboration between the Besnate company and Studio Salvati & 
Tresoldi.

The Miamina armchair is the absolute protagonist of the exhibition, both in the 
historical editions, created by famous artists, graphic designers, fashion designers and in 
a special edition «Miamina – Twenty Cities» created by the artist FoscaMilano and 
dedicated to twenty cities in which Saporiti Italy has its own offices or has carried out 
important projects.













Re-designing Miamina

 



In 2024 Saporiti Italia launches three projects for the re-design of Miamina in 
collaboration with

 Dubai Innovation and Design Institute
 Poli.DESIGN Milan
 Accademia di Brera and MA*GA

The projects aim to contribute to the cultural development of Italian and 
international artistic and creative communities to support the growth of students 
engaged in these schools. 

At the same time, the students’ researches will contribute to stimulating and growing 
the knowledge of Saporiti Italia itself and its technicians and creatives.



The projects created by the students of Dubai Innovation and Design 
Institute were presented in March 2024, with an event organized by Saporiti 
Italia in Dubai Design District.



The projects created by the Poli.DESIGN students will have been presented in April 
2024, in an event organized by Saporiti Italia at Palazzo Lombardia, on the occasion of 
the Salone del Mobile.



The projects created by the students of the Accademia di Brera will be presented in 
October 2024 at the MA*GA Museum on the occasion of the Arcipelago Design 
exhibition.




